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considering personal convenience; and it must certainly have     1858
appeared odd that a difficult problem in Turkey should have      -----
been given to a comparatively new man when the old and ^T" 7I trusted adviser of the Sultan was at hand ; but most amazing of all is it to read that the appointment was made without a hint to Lord Stratford, and that the diplomatist chosen to succeed him was one who was notorious for holding diametrically opposite views on almost every political, moral, and religious subject, and who had already had disagreements with him during the negotiations concerning the Principalities in the preceding year. The cause of reform in Turkey, the cause for which he had striven for so many years, began its downward course when the Turks began to understand the altered character of the British Embassy under Sir Henry Bulwer.
In spite of his wonder and indignation at the appointment, Lord Stratford did not relinquish the plan of returning to take leave of the Sultan. On 4 September, accompanied by his family and suite, he left London for Marseilles, where H.M.S. Curagoa awaited him. The stately vessel, for she was a frigate, lent an additional dignity to this final leave-taking.
Once more the Elchi revisited the scene of so many toils and triumphs; once again he paced the Palace at Pera; but his time was short, and he came only to depart again, for ever. All the stately ceremony with which he was welcomed by Sultan and ministers, all the grateful devotion of the many whom he had rescued from oppression, all the hearty loyalty of the British subjects whose champion he had stood for half a century, could not reconcile him to the mournful nature of his task. For he knew that he was assisting at the obsequies of his hopes. His long struggle for reform in the Ottoman Empire was at an end, and in the character of his successor he believed he could trace the antithesis of all he had striven for, the abandonment of all that he had won. The very respect with which he was received had a melancholy side : it was the last time that he would witness that reverence which he had conquered by his own firm will and lofty purpose. With some such thoughts the ambassador entered his ten-
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